
Updates on breaking news from last 

issue: 

The excitement and the build up of 

the Olympics Games is really kicking 

in  across the borough . But, as a result 

unfortunately we have had to post-

pone our plans for a pan London 

STEM meeting at The Skills Place as it 

is simply unknown as to whether the 

centre will be operational enough on 

the day we proposed. 

Other news: Our friends at John Lewis 

had exciting news as they had to 

change the wallpaper project for a 

‘design a rug’ project. They managed 

to get a rug manufacturer on board 

who set a design brief that stated the 

winning team would have their rug 

actually manufactured and donated to 

the school. Several of our schools en-

tered and we await the outcome. 

 

Updates . . . 

Retail history at Westfield 
On Tuesday 28th Feb I took a group of 

NCFE Retail diploma students on a 

tour of Westfield. Because they were 

specifically studying retail I thought it 

might be interesting to look at some 

of the brands at Westfield, how they 

had started and how they had evolved 

over the years. 

I chose ten brands that had outlets in 

Westfield and researched their histo-

ries. It was astonishing to discover the 

varied stories and how very few had 

set out to run a ‘shop’ as such at the 

start. Some had followed their passion 

and it had led to a business (Lush), 

some had invented something out of 

necessity (Dr Martens), some spotted 

an opportunity (Lakeland) and for 

some, their empire was originally 

born out of failure (Foyles).  

And it was also interesting to note that 

one brand was over 150 years old 

(John Lewis) whilst another had been 

established less that three years pre-

viously (Wah Nails). Yet both were 

confident enough to establish an out-

let at Westfield. 

The tour can be downloaded from the 

blog under the Projects page. 
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The two schools that completed the 

Lend Lease—Buildings into Communi-

ties project were Rokeby and Cum-

berland. The internal school judging 

had taken place just before the Easter 

holiday and the winning teams from 

each school had the break plus a few 

days after Easter to refine their pres-

entations further. The final was held at 

Lend Lease’s fabulous HQ in central 

London on 25th April. On the day the 

judging panel consisted of the follow-

ing Lend Lease management: 

• Matt Beasley – Project Director for the 

The International Quarter which is next 

building phase in Stratford City. 

• Fay Cannings – Community Develop-

ment Manager 

• Gareth Beaumont – Facilities Manager 

• Paula Lyons – Administration & Com-

pliance Manager 

There was also myself and a young 

man who was on work experience 

with Lend Lease and was, co-

incidentally from Rokeby School! 

The two groups had to present their 

thoughts on how to create and sustain 

thriving communities within new 

housing developments. They had a 

clear criteria for success which com-

prised: 

• A clear, well thought approach to the 

project 

• Thorough knowledge and under-

standing of issues 

• A realistic solution to the task of inte-

grating communities 

• The inclusion of attractive, relevant 

visuals 

• A professional attitude and confi-

dence when presenting and fielding 

questions 

Both groups were exceptional in their 

presentations – so much so that 

the initially the judges couldn’t decide 

on a winner and Matt declared that 

both teams should have the winning 

Westfield vouchers. However, as an 

overall winner was needed for the 

prize of a visit behind the scenes at 

the Olympic Park, eventually in came 

down to technicalities and it was felt 

that the Cumberland team really did 

address the criteria for success over 

and above what was required of them. 

The winning team 

An additional outcome presented it-

self during judging panel discussions. 

The panel was so impressed with the 

professional attitude of all the partici-

pants that they wanted to think of a 

way to continue working with the 

young people. They agreed to find a 

way for Lend Lease to develop some-

thing along the lines of a youth forum 

and continue to develop the ideas that 

had been raised during the presenta-

tions. This is now underway, with both 

schools involved in working out how 

the whole process could be managed 

Some written comments 

from the winning students: 

“I found the whole project 

very exciting and interest-

ing. I was a whole new 

experience. Meeting the 

judges was totally awe-

some – I see this type of 

stuff on TV.” Dowell 

Ngimbi  

“It was a very fun experi-

ence. I learnt a lot of new 

skills like my performing 

skills and I built my confi-

dence. I really enjoyed the 

whole experience.” Anika 

Parvin  

“For this project I have 

learned many things. I was 

able to work as a team 

player with a group and 

present a presentation in 

front of judges. The whole 

project was amazing.” 

Subatha Sivakurunathan  

“I developed my speaking 

and listening skills. This 

has really shown me the 

problems within communi-

ties. A really fun, exciting 

project!” Tasnia Chowd-

hury  

 

Teacher comment: 

“The pupils were very 

enthusiastic about getting 

their points of view across 

about how to engage com-

munity. They learnt many 

new skills and enjoyed the 

increased challenge of the 

content that they were 

introduced to by the 

teachers. 

We look forward to work-

ing with Lend Lease in the 

future.” Virginia Lowe—

Cumberland School 

Lend Lease—The Final Quotes 
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This project ran in Forest Gate Community School in Autumn 2011 for seven weeks. I worked along-

side Steve Gillatt with 21 Year 9 Art students on a project which ended in a Dragons’ Den final at John 

Lewis in December 2011. The project was designed so that the group had to organise themselves en-

tirely; decide how they were going to generate the ideas to run a business or enterprise linked with 

Westfield and the Olympic site, how they were going to develop them and how they were going to pre-

sent to the panel of Dragons. This project was written up in the February Newsletter. Im
a
g
in
e
  

Working with 28 Rokeby School Year 11 Geography students on their controlled assignment for their 

GCSE coursework. They were comparing the new Westfield shopping centre with Stratford’s old centre 

and examining how each had a role to play in the local area. I put together a self guided tour for their 

teacher, Kay Wood, to take them on where they could compare the old and the new centres and also 

bringing in the influence the Olympic Games is having on the area. The tour is available on the SCEP-

News blog under the Projects tab. G
e
o
g
ra
p
h
y
  

I was approached by Sajida Raja at 15Billion about a project she was running with a group of Eastlea 

School students that had been identified as Pre-NEET. Sajida wanted to get the group into Westfield to 

show them the jobs and opportunities available in the area and also help them understand the regen-

eration of Stratford and what it could mean to them. I took 5 Year 10 students into Westfield for the 

morning and did some work with them about what they wanted to achieve and how they could use 

school to get where they wanted to be in life. This project was written up on the SCEPNews blog (Dec). 

P
re
 n
e
e
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Nine Year 10 students in the Retail Diploma group at NCFE, led by Natalie Robinson, wanted a tour of 

Westfield to help to bring to life some of the aspects of the course. I put together a tour looking at some 

of the brands represented there, their histories and how they’d progressed to being part of Europe’s 

largest shopping mall. The students were asked to guess which were the oldest brands and how they 

might have come into being. It was surprising how many different ways the brands had evolved. This 

tour is available on the SCEPNews blog and is written up on page one of this newsletter. 

R
e
ta
il
 T
o
u
r 

In October I was invited along to speak at The Stratford Renaissance Partnership’s  symposium. This 

event took place at The Stratford Circus and was designed to bring together all the projects underway 

in Stratford and the surrounding area and bring them to the attention of schools and other educators. I 

spoke about the SCEP project and how we can adapt existing projects to suit each school’s needs or 

design new programmes for specific curriculum requirements. Following the event I had successful 

meetings with Lister School and Birkbeck University and several local partner organizations. 

R
e
n
a
is
s
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n
c
e
  

Lend Lease launched a pilot project to engage students in the discussion about how communities can 

be encouraged to evolve. The students engaged in this pilot varied: Rokeby put forward 14 Year 10 

Gifted and Talented (G&T) students, headed up by their geography teacher, Kay Wood. Cumberland  

used the project as a basis for a three day study for 31 Year 9 G&T students, headed up by their geog-

raphy teacher, Virginia Lowe. Eastlea, organised by Antoinette Scarlett, ran it with 30 Year 9 geogra-

phy class. The project is written up on page two of this newsletter. 

L
e
n
d
 L
e
a
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Caravanserai is a five-year project based on a piece of Canning Town wasteland aiming to create op-

portunities for the local community via a range of microenterprise units. We worked with them to help 

raise awareness of their project and engage the local community. One of the launch projects was linked 

with making decorative fish for April Fool’s day and Caravanserai offered local primary schools day 

long art workshops to help produce 1,000 fish for their grand launch. In the end 60 KS1 students from St 

Joachims, 60 KS1 students from Grange and 30 KS1 students from Rosetta took part. 

C
a
ra
v
a
n
s
e
ra
i 
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We have had a great relationship with John Lewis this year and Terry Saunders, the Community Liaision 

Co-ordinator, has been instrumental in bringing reality into our Retail Game (below). They also se-

cured a real life brief from a rug manufacturer to design a rug using current ‘English’ images (not in-

cluding the Olympics). The winning rug will be made and presented to the school. Although this was 

offered to schools with an tight deadline we had a great response with 30 Year 9 students from 

Rokeby, 30 Year 8 students from Eastlea and 300 Year 8 students from Cumberland taking part. Jo
h
n
 L
e
w
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I was approached by Heather MacRae of Venture Thinking who was engaged in organising Mission X 

across the south east region. The project was international and involved the UK Space Agency linking 

with other international Space Agencies to deliver a programme promoting healthy eating and exer-

cise. Heather was bringing 100 international delegates to Westfield before the final event at Cumber-

land School and wanted to provide them with a meaningful activity linked in with Westfield. I adapted 

the Westfield Tour to the audience and it was delivered to the groups by Westfield employees. M
is
s
io
n
 X
 

P4KS4 stands for Preparation for Key Stage 4. This programme was piloted in Forest Gate Community 

School with a group of 22 Year 8 students. The idea behind it was to provide some alternative re-

sources that these students could use to help them in their transition through to KS4. The students who 

were nominated were identified by their year head as in danger of struggling at this stage and perhaps 

either withdrawing or becoming disruptive in the classroom. This term we have been investigating 

making a video about study skills and attitudes. 

P
4
K
S
4
 

The Department Store game was an idea to convey the day-to-day workings of a large retail environ-

ment with some information about job roles. Designed to be played with groups of 5-10 students it chal-

lenges them to look at the financial, personnel and customer service decisions that the management of 

a large department store have to consider. This was originally trialled with 45 Year 10 students at 

Sarah Bonnell. Sarah Bonnell will now be rolling it out to the entire Year 10 cohort of 240 students and 

again with 120 Year 9 students at the end of June 2012. R
e
ta
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We were offered an opportunity to have Matthew Pinsent come and speak to one of our schools. His 

intention was to talk more about motivation towards a goal rather than the Olympics as such and we had 

such an enthusiastic response  from most of our secondary schools we decided to draw names out of a 

hat. The original school that ’won’ Matthew to could not see the commitment through at the last minute 

so we drew lots again and Forest Gate won. Matthew spoke to a group of 300 Year 8, 9 & 10 students 

and spent a long time answering questions afterwards.  

M
a
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This project is about to run in Rokeby School with 190 Year 7 students. It was an original SCEP pri-

mary school project that I have adapted to encompass town planning and wider issues for an older age 

group. This is running as part of a geography exploration of regeneration, particularly inner city, and 

the issues that need to be taken into consideration with zoning. The entire Year 7 cohort will be en-

gaged in this activity over two mornings, 25th & 26th June and will be producing large scale 3D models 

of their townscapes. 

T
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Siemen’s £30 million Crystal is nearly ready to open in Newham’s Victoria Dock. Inside it will showcase 

all the most up to the minute technology to do with sustainability, water conservation, city planning, 

medical advances and other topics related to the STEM subjects and Geography. NEBP was ap-

proached to organise a group of teachers to visit the Crystal before it officially opens in autumn 2012, 

with a view to producing some starter educational materials. We have teachers from Brampton Manor, 

Rokeby, Forest Gate, Plashet, NewVIc, Sarah Bonnell, Tunmarsh and three primary schools: New 

City, Central Park and Elmhurst interested in being involved. The visit date has been set for Tuesday 

26th June. 

C
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Breaking news: 

Things to look forward to next term . . . 

 

Another exciting possiblitly is the link with Birk-

beck University’s School of Business, Economics 

and Informatics. As I reported in the February 

Newsletter I approached Birkbeck in the hope that 

they may be able to steer me in the right direction to 

develop a video platform. 

I met with Jenny Pedler, Programme Director, FdSc 

in Information Technology at Birkbeck and we 

talked at great length about the kind of video plat-

form I wanted to develop. She had a student in mind 

that may be interested in using our project for her 

third year work. Co-incidently this student also lives 

locally so that may work out to everyone’s advan-

tage. 

Finally, our plans for the STEM programme had to 

be shelved due to the Olympics build up but we 

fully expect to offer something in the autumn term. 

The plan is to demonstrate ICT in the retail environ-

ment and use John Lewis as a case study. We will 

ring teachers from across London together to, not 

only see the developments and regeneration going 

on in Stratford, but also to show the great training 

facilities available at The Skills Place.  

The use of ICT in retail covers so much more than 

traditional associations of warehouse operations. 

We’re hoping to show up-to-the-minute applica-

tions such as the integration of social media and 

marketing. 

My first year as manager of the Stratford City Educa-

tion Project has been one of learning, networking 

and exploration. 

From a standing start last August it has been possi-

ble to get  a good grasp of the scope of what SCEP is 

and also what it can evolve into. 

The last year has been interesting as I’ve got to 

know the schools, the businesses, the local authority 

and the various community organisations in 

Newham. It’s been interesting to see how they are 

all accommodating the massive changes happening 

in Newham, not to mention the small matter of the 

Olympics! It has indeed been an exciting year. 

There are also great plans afoot for the coming aca-

demic year.  

Our developing relationship with Lend Lease is 

really exciting. We are planning to extend the exist-

ing project to more schools and perhaps explore an 

additional programme to help young people look at 

the people skills needed for the workplace. 

Alongside this, the creation of a Lend Lease Youth 

Forum with the winners of the Lend Lease Buildings 

into Communities project is immensely exciting and 

has possibilities I don’t think we’re even aware of at 

the moment. The creation of a truly autonomous, in-

formative and vibrant group such as could be a first 

in this industry, if not the world,  and we’re all 

very much looking forward to kicking this off 

next term. 

Read all the SCEP News at http://scepnews.wordpress.com/ 


