
Updates on breaking news from last 

issue: 

One project that has been shelved for 

the time being is Newham’s 14-19 

Team’s plan for a careers event at 

Seetec’s Skills Place Newham. Sadly 

the school timings simply would not 

work with the full programme of 

courses currently running. However 

all parties are very keen to stay open 

to developing some new projects to-

gether as and when time and re-

sources allow. 

One project that we are still able to 

link with Seetec is the London-wide 

Science, Technology, Engineering & 

Mathematics (STEM) group of teach-

ers who are due to visit for a days 

workshop in June. They will be look-

ing at IT in Retail and linking in with 

retailers in Westfield. 

Updates . . . 

Linking NEETs with Birkbeck University 
Prompted by the work I did with Eas-

tlea School Pre-NEETS and Sajida at 

15Billion last November, I came up 

with an idea to develop a video shar-

ing portal, similar to YouTube, where 

people could upload their own 

‘career’ stories based on their deci-

sions at the time. The idea being that 

people could connect with this plat-

form and access a huge range of vid-

eos showing the hundreds of different 

path and choices that other people 

have made about their working lives.   

This platform  could be especially 

useful to anyone in danger of becom-

ing NEET as it will show how other 

people have coped with feeling a bit 

lost, uninspired or thinking they don’t 

seem to fit in anywhere. 

I have been in talks with Birkbeck 

University’s School of Business, Eco-

nomics and Informatics about how we 

could collaborate on developing this 

idea and we are talking about getting 

together to scope out some ideas. If 

we decide to go forward Birkbeck are 

proposing to use this as a Year 3 

Foundation Degree project in this 

coming October’s programme. 
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The Day of the Dragons’ Den final was 

glorious and bright as we received  

four student teams into John Lewis’s 

stunning Stadium Suite.  

The students from Forest Gate Com-

munity School looked smart and 

seemed calm, though some knees 

must have been knocking. 

We started by introducing the class to 

the excellent team of Dragons: 

• Jenny Cowan from Westfield 

• Felicity Gasparro from John Lewis 

• Paul Johnson from Seetec 

• Mark Ross from LBN 

Then each of the groups presented in 

turn. 

It would be fair to say some pitches 

were slightly more professional than 

others but, for one little group in par-

ticular, the act of speaking up at all 

was a huge undertaking. If you add in 

the extreme stress of presenting in 

public—especially to a team of Drag-

ons, this particular group was aston-

ishingly brave and were much more 

animated afterwards, having survived 

the ordeal. 

As expected, some of the more lively 

students flourished under the spot-

light and clearly gained in confidence 

in spite of close questioning. It was 

great to see them responding and 

thinking on their feet. 

It would be fair to say that the quality 

of ideas was good, some of the visuals 

and a lot of the presenting was good, 

but not many of the financial aspects 

of the business had been thought 

through. 

The aim of this project wasn’t so much 

to do with business, or indeed the art 

of presenting, it was more to allow the 

students to think for themselves with 

limited ‘directing’ from teachers. This 

style of teaching is hard for some 

teachers to grasp, but Stephen Gillatt 

did a great job allowing the students 

to manage themselves.  

All in all I think most students got 

something out of the project. Maybe a 

little more confidence, or organisa-

tional ability, recognition for their 

idea or a sense of what’s needed to 

propose a business idea. More than 

that, I suspect the class will have posi-

tive memories of the time spent on the 

project and good feelings associated 

with it. For some of those students 

I took some written com-

ments from the students: 

“Giving good answers to 

the dragons (I) gained 

more confidence” Kar-

falla Dabo  

“The best for me is when 

they ask (questions) be-

cause I can learn more” 

Tetyana Botyuk  

“I got a group experience 

because before I used to 

do it all myself. And I ex-

perience a kind of big 

pleasure” Bogdan Flota  

“I was able to think on my 

feet” Tia Bowler  

“Work with my group was 

really good and I felt 

free!” Liliana da Silva 

Jose da Costa  

 

Both Felicity Gasparro 

(John Lewis) and Mark 

Ross (LBN) have ex-

pressed an interest in do-

ing some follow-up work 

with the group. It might be 

possible that we could 

provide a workshop for 

the students on how to go 

about providing the finan-

cial information that the 

Dragons said was lacking. 

It was also noted that this 

project could be improved 

by allowing the students to 

use their time to organise 

themselves, but that also 

specific information work-

shops could be added eg: 

presentation skills, finan-

cial matters etc. 

A sad note: Paul Johnson 

died suddenly after 

Christmas. A loss indeed 

to all that knew this 

lovely man and his won-

derful can-do attitude. 

Imagine—The Day of The Den Den quotes &  

Follow ups 
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In the last newsletter I 

mentioned getting in 

touch with the people at 

Independent Thinking 

about collaboration on a 

book of materials to sup-

port (my hero!) Ian Gil-

bert’s bestseller Essen-

tial Motivation in the 

Classroom, above. 

Just before Christmas I 

was contacted by 

Routledge Publishers to 

say they would like me, 

and two other teachers, 

to co-author the book. 

Chuffed to bits doesn’t 

even start to describe 

how excited I am! 

It fits in PERFECTLY with 

the Pre-NEET work I am 

interested in at the mo-

ment. I will be concen-

trating on developing 

work schemes to engage 

students in understand-

ing their own strengths, 

skills and ways of learn-

ing. And also how to en-

able them to get the best 

out of their time at 

school. 

Lend Lease—Buildings 

Into Communities Project 
Book Deal 
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Underway like a shot this month was 

the Lend Lease Buildings into Commu-

nities Project. 

After a couple of meetings with Ga-

reth Beaumont, Fay Cannings and 

Paula Lyons at Lend Lease we came 

up with a great Geography / Humani-

ties project for Newham’s Yr 9/10’s. 

The main idea is to get students to 

think about how to encourage commu-

nities to thrive in newly established 

apartment housing. They have three 

angles they can take to come up with 

their ideas and make a presentation. 

The best presentations win a prize and 

get a chance to represent the school 

at a Lend Lease Grand Final, hosted in 

their central London HQ. 

 Just one stipulation though: The 

schools need to have completed their 

project and identified their winning 

team by the end of the spring term. 

The reason for this tight deadline was 

because the only time schools would 

be free to let students out in the sum-

mer term would be pretty much 

straight after the Easter break.  

We have had three schools able to 

squeeze this project into their packed 

term: 

• Year 10 G&T Geography, Rokeby 

School 

• Year 9 G&T , Cumberland School 

• 1 Year 9 Geography class, Eastlea 

School 

The site tours are now taking place 

including a trip up to the top of one of 

the Athletes’ Village apartment build-

ings where the whole site can be 

viewed. Game on to see which team 

from each school will be at the final... 

Wallpaper and 

 John Lewis 

 

We have recently started another pro-

ject linking with John Lewis. 

In Spring John Lewis Stratford are run-

ning a series of taster sessions and 

workshops around the theme of 

‘Home’. This ties in with the various 

home shows and exhibitions that are 

prevalent at this time of year and also 

promotes their new ranges. 

Terry Saunders (Community Liaison 

Co-ordinator at John Lewis) came to 

me with the aim of having some 

school work exhibited as part of the 

event and we hit on the idea of devel-

oping wallpaper or fabric designs. I 

put the idea to several schools that I 

thought might be able to accommo-

date such a request at short notice. 

A few of the schools were interested 

but, perhaps because of his back-

ground in Art, Steve Gillatt at Forest 

Gate Community School really liked 

the idea and is planning to extend a 

current lino printing project to accom-

modate repeat pattern designs. 

Terry’s ultimate aim is to see if he can 

get some of the best designs actually 

printed up as wallpaper or fabric 

lengths to display in John Lewis over 

Easter. 
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Breaking news: 

Things to look forward to in the next issue . . . 

Another organisation I am looking forward to linking 

with is the Rosetta Art Centre in Canning Town. 

I recently met with David Allies-Curtis there and we 

talked about a large amount of cross-over projects 

we could develop. As I love a bit of joined up think-

ing I was keen to use them to link into the ‘Pre-

NEET’ project as part of the different ways of think-

ing aspect to the project. 

We also discussed a great multi-generational pro-

ject involving existing adult users of Rosetta Art 

Centre and students in schools. As Rosetta has what 

is thought to be the only dark room in Newham we 

thought of a good old fashioned photography pro-

ject using traditional darkroom developing tech-

niques. Some of the adults in the borough may well 

have used a darkroom before, but probably none of 

the young people, and a project looking at the 

‘retro’ skills of developing could link in nicely with 

looking back at the history of Newham. 

The project could move on to recording the ‘current’ 

history going on in and around Newham, especially 

with the Olympics, and producing hand developed 

photos and records. 

Such an ambitious project would be great to run 

over six months or so, especially around the time of 

the Olympics, so we’re going to get working on it as 

soon as possible. This project could also run 

through summer workshops and Saturday clubs. 

By the time the June SCEP Newsletter arrives in your 

inbox we will have had the Lend Lease final for the 

students involved in the Buildings into Communities 

Geography Project. 

We will also have seen the fruits of the John Lewis 

Wallpaper/Fabric project. Both of which should 

generate some interesting visuals. 

 

Another project that will have happened by the next 

newsletter is a project linking with Natalie Robinson 

at Newham College of Further Education.  

I met with Natalie last week looking to input into 

NCFE’s Retail Diploma course which runs for year 

10 students in Newham. We had initially been dis-

cussing a visual merchandising angle in the project 

but, as the conversation moved on, it was decided to 

go for a Westfield tour instead. Natalie was already 

taking the students to Westfield to look at the shop 

displays and note how the goods were styled in the 

windows. We thought that another angle to the 

course would be to find out about the histories of the 

shops and brands and how they all came to be in 

Westfield as I’d mentioned how I’d uncovered some 

interesting histories whilst researching for other 

projects. 

 So, on the 28th of March, I will be taking the group 

of retail students around the centre to talk about 

the many stories behind the brands. Not all of 

them straightforward ‘successes’... 

Read all the SCEP News at http://scepnews.wordpress.com/ 


