
Updates on breaking news from last issue. 

I have been looking to work further with 

Belbin Team Roles and have had permis-

sion from Belbin Associates to use some 

of their modified materials  in the class-

room. I have introduced them to one stu-

dent in the Imagine Project, running in 

Forest Gate School, and will be using them 

more extensively as the project develops 

and students start to turn their attention to 

the presentation part of their task.. I am 

still hoping to help Belbin Associates de-

velop some specific materials to be used 

more generally in schools. 

Last month I also went on the Mary Portas 

Visual Merchandising workshop at West-

field London (before the course became 

available in Stratford). Not only was it very 

interesting to understand the psychology 

of attracting shoppers it was also an eye 

opener to realise just how many ways we 

are subtly sold to, just by walking up and 

entering into a shop. Fascinating. I am 

looking forward to distilling some of the 

most useful points into a usable event that 

can be rolled out across Newham. I can 

see this sitting nicely as a Retail Experi-

ence game, perhaps as part of a transition 

day or careers event. 

Finally—I am I happy to announce we now 

have the new SCEP leaflet printed and 

ready for distribution to key partners and 

during events. 

Updates . . . 

Stratford Renaissance Partnership 

I was asked to speak about SCEP at Strat-

ford Renaissance Partnership’s Education 

Forum on 18th October. 

Other speakers included Matt Beasley, 

Project Director at Lend Lease, Emma 

Frost OPLC and John Middleton, London 

Thames Gateway Development Corpora-

tion, to name but a few. Everyone was 

most inspiring to listen to and it was amaz-

ing to see the vision for Newham being 

described and illustrated in so much de-

tail. When it was my turn to speak I men-

tioned how important it was to ensure our 

young people understand what skills and 

resources they need to fully participate in 

the visions as described. 

Afterwards I was approached by Anthony 

Wilson, the new Headteacher at Lister 

School, and he has since come into NEBP 

to find out what programmes and activities 

he can put into the school timetable that 

will inspire and prepare his students for, 

not just what’s coming in Newham, but the 

world of work in general. 

Coming soon . . . 

Our first  

student blogger 
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We felt it would be essential to target 

specific groups of learners, perhaps 

those that were borderline compe-

tency and also those that were really 

struggling. 

We then came up with some ideas 

around measuring progress and cele-

brating achievement. It could be pos-

sible that we could organise an event 

with children's’ authors reading ex-

cerpts of their books. John Lewis have 

said that they will host any events as-

sociated with this scheme and  

Samantha is hoping to also get Foyles 

Bookshop linked into this project.  

I will be attending the launch event on 

November 23rd and look forward to 

finding out more. 

In the interests of continuing to 

streamline SCEP communications, I 

have turned my attention to the End of 

Term Report. 

If I am right, the aim of the report it is 

to capture all the figures associated 

with all the SCEP activities to date. 

These are then reported accumula-

tively so that each report shows and 

up to date snapshot of SCEP 

There is no doubt that SCEP has 

touched an amazing amount of young 

people in Newham, and engaged an 

impressive amount of people from 

business and industry. As a visual 

learner I like to see the information in 

graphical form, that way it becomes 

immediately obvious which schools 

have been the most active, which pro-

jects the most popular and who are 

our keenest supporters from the 

world of business. 

It will also be apparent which schools 

have not been as engaged on the pro-

ject and perhaps demonstrate areas 

that need to be improved upon. 

Also, by choosing to convey the infor-

mation in this way it is also possible to 

show a large amount of information in 

less space so the physical size of the 

report can be reduced, for those who 

are keen on green issues. 

As ever. My aim is to me it as easy as 

possible for anyone to pick up what 

SCEP is about, what has been 

achieved in the years it has existed 

and the essence of what SCEP is trying 

to achieve on a daily basis. 

Since I have taken up 

the SCEP role it has 

been wonderful im-

mersing myself back in 

educational matters.  

One of my current he-

roes is Ian Gilbert who 

runs the Independent 

Thinking website and 

has written and edited a 

number of books in-

cluding The Big Book of 

Independent Thinking 

which influenced me 

enormously for the de-

livery of the Imagine 

project (page 3). 

I know from my own 

teaching experience 

that the ‘teaching’ can 

sometimes get in the 

way of the ‘learning’. 

We have such great 

ideas and plans for les-

sons that we forget to 

allow the students to 

work things out for 

themselves, naturally. 

Even if watching stu-

dents make mistakes is 

frustrating for us, it is 

the way we all learn 

and, crucially, remem-

ber new ways of prob-

lem solving. 

The Mayor’s Reading Guarantee Programme 

SCEP End of Term Report Influences 

I recently met with Samantha Sifa—

Westfield PR & Community Manger—

and Terry Saunders— John Lewis Strat-

ford Community Liaison Coordinator– 

to talk about the Mayor’s Reading 

Guarantee Programme. This initiative 

is linked with the Ruth Miskin phonics 

programme and is being officially 

launched on 23rd November at Elm-

hurst Primary School. 

Samantha, Terry and I discussed a 

joined up approach using Newham 

Education Business Partnerships’ exist-

ing Reading Volunteers Programme to 

enable volunteers from Westfield to 

help run the ‘listening to students 

reading’ part of the programme in lo-

cal primary schools. 
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On the 17th November Rokeby School 

took a Geography Field Trip to Westfield 

Stratford City. Their remit was to compare 

Westfield with the Stratford Shopping 

Centre to see how shoppers use the two 

facilities. I am looking forward to seeing 

the conclusions of the study and hearing 

how the boys enjoyed the mini tour I put 

together for them—albeit on a rainy day 

so sunny photos would have been better! 

A visit to Westfield has 

been arranged for 

some students who may 

become ‘Not in Em-

ployment, Education or 

Training’ (NEET).  

Sajida Raja from 15 Bil-

lion, Newham’s Ca-

reers Service Contract, 

and I put together a 

plan to take the stu-

dents to Westfield on 

13th December in or-

der to help them focus 

on their potential and 

what they could add 

into their life to ensure 

they are happy and 

successful. 

Imagine Project—Forest 

Gate Community School 

Pre-NEET 

Eastlea School 
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The Imagine project took on a new 

twist at Forest gate Community School 

this year. The project was launched on 

Monday 7th November and will be 

running, twice a week, until the end of 

term. The class chosen was one of 

Steve Gillatt’s own art groups which 

consists of 19 students. 

At the start of the first lesson I was in-

troduced to the class after which I slid 

an envelop marked ‘Mission’ onto the 

table in front of them. Two students 

took up the role of class leaders and 

actually got themselves voted in de-

mocratically, deciding to share the 

role between them. Then they got the 

class organised into tables and to 

think up potential business ideas. 

I encouraged them to use post it notes 

to write up questions and comments 

and post them on a board in 

the classroom. 

So far we are only a few ses-

sions but they have already 

decided on the services they 

wanted to develop. I was 

impressed they got right into 

it, starting with the end prod-

uct and  just working it up 

into something tenable. 

The trick has been to ensure all stu-

dents are getting something out of the 

project so I try to 

make the sessions 

entertaining so 

students are 

choosing to par-

ticipate rather than 

going through the 

motions. 

Lekon, can you be 

Lord Sugar and 

advise the group? 

 

Of course I can Miss!  

Rokeby School: 

Geography Field Trip 
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Breaking news: 

Things to look forward to in the next issue . . . 

November, so should have some further news by the 

time of the Steering Group meeting on 22nd Novem-

ber. 

 

Another (perhaps long shot) is that I have been in 

touch with the people at Independent Thinking 

Ltd—the company who continue the great work of 

Ian Gilbert (see page 2 of this report). They are 

about to bring out an updated version of Ian's first 

book Essential Motivation in the Classroom and 

want to accompany it with some classroom materials 

and asked if anyone would be interested in helping 

contribute. I got in touch saying that, as one of the 

most exciting boroughs in London, with the sparki-

est young people, mass regeneration AND the 

Olympics coming to town we would be an ideal 

place to help develop and test any classroom mate-

rials they think useful. I received an email back say-

ing that they had a few people show interest and that 

Ian would be looking into everyone’s ideas and get 

back in touch with people individually. Yes—it is 

perhaps a remote chance we might be included but 

I really couldn’t pass up the opportunity to work 

with one of my heroes . . . 

 

And finally. The Dragons are coming together for 

the final of the Imagine project on 12th Decem-

ber. The den in question being the Stadium Suite 

very kindly offered by John Lewis, Stratford. 

Projects currently underway will be concluding at 

the end of this term and I am now working on get-

ting some new ones into the timetable for the com-

ing Spring term. 

 

One of the possibilities is to develop some events 

within Skills Place Newham. After a meeting with 

Newham’s 14-19 Team we had the idea of using the 

Visual Merchandising project to run an event intro-

ducing students in Newham to the types of jobs and 

opportunities available in Westfield. The current 

plan is to have some hands on workshops for year 9 

(aged 13-14) over an afternoon sometime in Febru-

ary. Then to have a similar type of activity, but per-

haps also to incorporate something like a fashion 

show, in the late afternoon / early evening for years 

10 & 11 (aged 14-16) and their parents to attend.  

A further idea came from one of NEBP’s project de-

velopment managers who suggested holding a Sci-

ence Technology Engineering & Mathematics 

(STEM) meeting at Skills Place in order to demon-

strate the extraordinary amount of IT used through-

out Westfield. As STEM will be bringing delegates 

from schools across London it would be an excellent 

opportunity to show the fantastic wealth of opportu-

nity available currently in Newham. 

As the time of writing I have yet to have the go-

ahead from Skills Place, due to their recent 

changes of staff, but I am in there Friday 18th 

Read all the SCEP News at http://scepnews.wordpress.com/ 


